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This book compares two challenges made to American public school curricula in the 1980s and 1990s. It
identifies striking similarities between proponents of Afrocentrism and creationism, accounts for their
differential outcomes, and draws important conclusions for the study of culture, organizations, and social
movements.

Amy Binder gives a brief history of both movements and then describes how their challenges played out in
seven school districts. Despite their very different constituencies--inner-city African American cultural
essentialists and predominately white suburban Christian conservatives--Afrocentrists and creationists had
much in common. Both made similar arguments about oppression and their children's well-being, both faced
skepticism from educators about their factual claims, and both mounted their challenges through bureaucratic
channels. In each case, challenged school systems were ultimately able to minimize or reject challengers'
demands, but the process varied by case and type of challenge. Binder finds that Afrocentrists were more
successful in advancing their cause than were creationists because they appeared to offer a solution to the
real problem of urban school failure, met with more administrative sympathy toward their complaints of
historic exclusion, sought to alter lower-prestige curricula (history, not science), and faced opponents who
lacked a legal remedy comparable to the rule of church-state separation invoked by creationism's opponents.

Binder's analysis yields several lessons for social movements research, suggesting that researchers need to
pay greater attention to how movements seek to influence bureaucratic decision making, often from within. It
also demonstrates the benefits of examining discursive, structural, and institutional factors in concert.
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From reader reviews:

Hans Diaz:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and Creationism in American
Public Schools (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) book is readable by simply you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Contentious
Curricula: Afrocentrism and Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studies in Cultural
Sociology) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Contentious Curricula:
Afrocentrism and Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Shirley Arrington:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studies in
Cultural Sociology).

Dominick Tran:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism
and Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology), you can enjoy both.
It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Dorothy Payne:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and
Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) can give you a lot of



friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and Creationism in
American Public Schools (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology).
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