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In the late nineteenth century French obstetricians reported that a new medical device, the infant incubator,
made possible the rearing of premature infants whose prospects until then had been nearly hopeless. The
announcement set off a wave of enthusiasm that swept the United States. Hospitals opened the first
premature infant nurseries, and incubator shows (complete with live infants) opened in numerous public fairs
and expositions. Yet Americans did more than adopt the incubator; they reinvented it in the process. A
simple domestic warming device became a complex life-support system intended to provide a complete
artificial environment for the premature infant.

In The Machine in the Nursery Jeffrey Baker examines the transformation that overtook the incubator after it
arrived from France in the United States. He argues that the apparatus furnishes an example of how social
and cultural factors can fundamentally alter the evolution of medical technology. The analysis centers on the
interaction between the technology and its intended "target," the premature infant.

To the extent that particular medical specialists in distinct institutions and cultures saw different populations
of such infants, they were bound to interpret the incubator's purpose differently. The factors of institutional,
professional, and national context?along with that of gender?were of special importance in shaping
physicians' attitudes. Taken together, these elements enable us to understand the complex "branching"
pattern that characterized development of the incubator in the early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bradford:

The book The Machine in the Nursery: Incubator Technology and the Origins of Newborn Intensive Care
(Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Machine in the
Nursery: Incubator Technology and the Origins of Newborn Intensive Care (Johns Hopkins Studies in the
History of Technology) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available
and read a book The Machine in the Nursery: Incubator Technology and the Origins of Newborn Intensive
Care (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Sandra Phillips:

The actual book The Machine in the Nursery: Incubator Technology and the Origins of Newborn Intensive
Care (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) will bring you to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn,
this book very ideal to you. The book The Machine in the Nursery: Incubator Technology and the Origins of
Newborn Intensive Care (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Robert Reynolds:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Machine in the Nursery:
Incubator Technology and the Origins of Newborn Intensive Care (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Machine in the Nursery: Incubator Technology and
the Origins of Newborn Intensive Care (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) become your
own starter.

Phyllis Granger:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear



likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Machine in the Nursery: Incubator Technology and the Origins of
Newborn Intensive Care (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) why because the great cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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