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"Excellent musical insight and analysis. . . . The documented equation of this fascinating society is now
considerably balanced with Olsen's study of the art/mystic domain of the Warao."--Steven Loza, University
of California, Los Angeles
"An excellent balance of musical, cultural, historical, and mythological analysis. . . . A major contribution to
the organology of Latin American Native American music-cultures."--John M. Schechter, University of
California, Santa Cruz
Cultural tragedy often accompanies the death of biological species in the South American rain forests. As
fragile as the ecosystem is, however, the culture of the Warao Native Americans (inhabitants of the lower
Orinoco River delta in Venezuela) continues to thrive. In this lively blend of musicology, anthropology, and
environmental awareness, Dale Olsen shows that music holds together much of their existence.
 For the Warao, who live in a rain forest habitat that remains relatively undisturbed by outside influences,
nearly all aspects of life include music; it offers diversion, stability, protection, and power. Olsen divides
their musical genres into three categories: music for pleasure, such as dancing; music for utility, including
lullabies; and music for theurgy--the largest group, which includes all songs pertaining to cosmology or
calling upon supernatural forces. These may include shamanistic songs for curing illnesses or for causing
illness and death, as well as songs for love, dreaming, making rain, healing wounds, or for cutting down
sacred trees to build large canoes.
 Olsen provides musical and textual transcriptions of many songs, which are translated, explained, analyzed,
and included on an enclosed compact disk. He presents detailed information about Warao musical
instruments, relating them to mythology, describing them (with numerous photographs), and placing them in
their Circum-Caribbean context.
 With delightful personal details, he also describes how he conducted his research--creating a musical-
cultural rapport with the Warao as he learned their songs and taught them music from his own traditions,
earning the nickname "Señor Jingle Bells" from the children. In time he came to know and record the voices
of the most knowledgeable singers, most of whom were shamans, and ultimately he was invited to attend
shamanistic curing sessions. 
Dale A. Olsen is professor of ethnomusicolgy and director of the Center for Music of the Americas at Florida
State University. He is the author of Musics of Many Cultures: Study Guide and Workbook (1993); editor of
the Garland Encyclopedia of World Music volume on "The Caribbean, Middle and South America"; and
author of articles published in Ethnomusicology, Music Educators Journal, Latin American Music Review,
and many other journals.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Caldwell:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Music of the Warao of Venezuela: Song People of the Rain Forest.

Laura Thibodeau:

The book Music of the Warao of Venezuela: Song People of the Rain Forest make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Music of the Warao of Venezuela: Song People of the Rain Forest to become your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like available and read a publication Music of the Warao of Venezuela:
Song People of the Rain Forest. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Leon Bailey:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride on
and with addition associated with. Even you love Music of the Warao of Venezuela: Song People of the Rain
Forest, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Jennifer Powell:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Music of the Warao of
Venezuela: Song People of the Rain Forest that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you may pick Music of the Warao of Venezuela: Song People of the Rain
Forest become your starter.
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