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Some five hundred years ago, the Askiya Muhammad founded the Songhay Dynasty of the Askiyas, which
flourished for more than a century in Sahelian West Africa. The Askiya Muhammad administered his
kingdom from Gao, Mali, although many of his most loyal followers were located in Timbuktu, Mali. The
Timbuktu based scribe al hajj Mahmud Kati was a close friend of the Askiya Muhammad, who accompanied
the famous Songhay leader during his pilgrimage to Mecca. The Tarikh al fattash is an eyewitness account
of the rise and fall of the Songhay Empire, told from Kati's perspective as a key participant in many of the
most important events in the era of the Askiyas. Wise's The Timbuktu Chronicles, 1493-1599 is a translation
of the Octave Houdas and Maurice Delafosse s rendition of the Tarikh al fattash, which was compiled from
three versions of the text that surfaced in the early twentieth century, and that were edited by Houdas and
Delafosse in 1913. It includes a new introduction by Wise, as well as the original introduction and scholarly
notes of Houdas and Delafosse. Although long valued as the most important historical document of the
medieval period, Kati's chronicle is also a literary achievement that is comparable to the writings of figures
like Chaucer, Rabelais, and Montaigne. Wise's introduction and study questions accompanying this
translation provide contextualizing information for the non-specialist. The Tarikh al fattash is essential
reading for all students of African literature and history.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Craver:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Timbuktu Chronicles 1493-1599, Ta'rikh al Fattash
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Julie Flanagan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Timbuktu Chronicles 1493-1599, Ta'rikh al
Fattash is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Lucinda Brown:

The guide with title Timbuktu Chronicles 1493-1599, Ta'rikh al Fattash has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Bonnie Daves:

The book Timbuktu Chronicles 1493-1599, Ta'rikh al Fattash has a lot details on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this article book.
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