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A new, definitive translation of the quintessential Korean classic: the Robin Hood story of a magical
boy who joins a group of robber bandits and becomes a king

*Selected as a Best Book of the Year by NPR and The Washington Post*
 
The Story of Hong Gildong is arguably the single most important work of classic Korean fiction. A fantastic
story of adventure, it has been adapted into countless movies, television shows, novels, and comics in Korea.
Until now, the earliest and fullest text of this incredible fable has been inaccessible to English readers.
 
Hong Gildong, the brilliant but illegitimate son of a noble government minister, cannot advance in society
due to his second-class status, so he leaves home and becomes the leader of a band of outlaws. On the way to
building his own empire and gaining acceptance from his family, Hong Gildong vanquishes assassins, battles
monsters, and conquers kingdoms. Minsoo Kang’s expressive and lively new translation finally makes the
authoritative text of this premodern tale available in English, reintroducing a noble and righteous outlaw and
sharing a beloved hallmark of Korean culture.

"Hong Gildong is an iconic figure in the Korean literary canon...He's the mythic center of a sometimes-
delightful, sometimes-unsettling tale, and it's time the Western world gets to know him." —NPR

"[A] marvel-filled swashbuckler...Besides being half fairy tale, half social protest novel, The Story of Hong
Gildong possesses a profound resonance for modern Koreans." —Michael Dirda, The Washington Post
 
For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Adams:

The book The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics) has a lot of information on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after perusing this book.

Mark Malek:

This The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics) is great publication for you because the content and that
is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but
this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
this?

Suzanne Ferris:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics) this publication consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

James Pitts:

Beside this kind of The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics) in your phone, it may give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing
to have The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!
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