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Pragmatism and its consequences are central issues in American politics today, yet scholars rarely examine
in detail the relationship between pragmatism and politics. In The Priority of Democracy, Jack Knight and
James Johnson systematically explore the subject and make a strong case for adopting a pragmatist approach
to democratic politics--and for giving priority to democracy in the process of selecting and reforming
political institutions.

What is the primary value of democracy? When should we make decisions democratically and when should
we rely on markets? And when should we accept the decisions of unelected officials, such as judges or
bureaucrats? Knight and Johnson explore how a commitment to pragmatism should affect our answers to
such important questions. They conclude that democracy is a good way of determining how these kinds of
decisions should be made--even if what the democratic process determines is that not all decisions should be
made democratically. So, for example, the democratically elected U.S. Congress may legitimately remove
monetary policy from democratic decision-making by putting it under the control of the Federal Reserve.

Knight and Johnson argue that pragmatism offers an original and compelling justification of democracy in
terms of the unique contributions democratic institutions can make to processes of institutional choice. This
focus highlights the important role that democracy plays, not in achieving consensus or commonality, but
rather in addressing conflicts. Indeed, Knight and Johnson suggest that democratic politics is perhaps best
seen less as a way of reaching consensus or agreement than as a way of structuring the terms of persistent
disagreement.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of
Pragmatism. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Marcus Leiva:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Priority of Democracy:
Political Consequences of Pragmatism, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kelly Thompson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism this guide consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Steven Young:

You can get this The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to



choose suitable ways for you.
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