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Joseph Pearce offers a fascinating and insightful course on The Lord of the Rings, which is the greatest and
most popular work of literature of the twentieth century. The course discusses the book's phenomenal
success and the life of its author, J. R. R. Tolkien, before embarking on a tour of the world and characters of
Middle-earth.

Despite the absence of any direct mention of Christ or the Catholic Church, Tolkien described his work as
"fundamentally religious and Catholic." He was able to infuse his fictional world with theological orthodoxy
through his creation myth and world order, by endowing his protagonists with Christian virtues, and by
incorporating themes of grace and mercy.

Tolkien's deep faith and creative philosophy emerges from the narrative as an unmistakable Catholic
presence. The very foundation of Tolkien's Middle-earth, from its creation by Eru Ilúvatar, the one God, to
angel-like Melkor s sinful rebellion, to the menacing presence of Sauron, the dark lord, supports Professor
Pearce's argument for the Catholicity of the work. You'll learn how the One Ring symbolizes Original Sin,
how the dates Tolkien chose for events in the story are theologically significant, how the Elvish waybread,
lembas, figures as the Eucharist, and how Frodo acts as a Christ-figure.

Tolkien also describes his work as an allegory of "power usurped for domination" - a theme which is all the
more important to examine in our modern world. Characters throughout The Lord of the Rings are tempted
by power and the urge to seize it and wield it for personal gain and unlawful control. Throughout the journey
of the Fellowship, various characters face the temptation of the One Ring - the wizard Gandalf, through
whom the Ring would wield a terrible power; human man Boromir, who would use it to save his people; elf
queen Galadriel, weary from fighting the "long defeat" against evil. Among the characters who do usurp
power for domination are Saruman, the white wizard who succumbs to evil, whose machinations at Isengard
only bring more evil into Middle-earth.

Over the eight lectures in the course, Professor Pearce highlights connections, allegories, and insights which
will expand your reading of The Lord of the Rings. It is said that art holds the mirror up to life. This is the
reason that art is "real" and fiction is "true". The Lord of the Rings enjoys such fame and popularity because
in a way, it shows us ourselves in the characters. Learn more and discover for yourself the truth written into
The Lord of the Rings with Professor Joseph Pearce.
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From reader reviews:

Winnie Logan:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological
Vision in Tolkien's Fiction.

Jeremy Jones:

The book The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological Vision in Tolkien's
Fiction gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make reading a book The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The
Theological Vision in Tolkien's Fiction to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open up and read a book The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological
Vision in Tolkien's Fiction. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this guide?

Renee Wood:

The book The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological Vision in Tolkien's
Fiction can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings
- (Audio CD): The Theological Vision in Tolkien's Fiction? Some of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological
Vision in Tolkien's Fiction has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Tammie Turman:

You can get this The Hidden Meaning of The Lord of the Rings - (Audio CD): The Theological Vision in
Tolkien's Fiction by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including
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now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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