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The fighting bishop or abbot is a familiar figure to medievalists and much of what is known of the military
organization of England in this period is based on ecclesiastical evidence. Unfortunately the fighting cleric
has generally been regarded as merely a baron in clerical dress and has consequently fallen into the gap
between military and ecclesiastical history. This study addresses three main areas: which clergy engaged in
military activity in England, why and when? By what means did they do so? And how did others understand
and react to these activities? The book shows that, however vivid such characters as Odo of Bayeux might be
in the historical imagination, there was no archetypal militant prelate. There was enormous variation in the
character of the clergy that became involved in warfare, their circumstances, the means by which they
pursued their military objectives and the way in which they were treated by contemporaries and described by
chroniclers. An appreciation of the individual fighting cleric must be both thematically broad and keenly
aware of his context. Such individuals cannot therefore be simply slotted into easy categories, even (or
perhaps especially) when those categories are informed by contemporary polemic.

The implications of this study for our understanding of clerical identity are considerable, as the easy
distinction between clerics acting in a secular or ecclesiastical capacity almost entirely breaks down and the
legal structures of the period are shown to be almost as equivocal and idiosyncratic as the literary depictions.
The implications for military history are equally striking as organisational structures are shown to be more
temporary, fluid and 'political' than had previously been understood.
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Montgomery:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Church at War: The Military Activities of Bishops,
Abbots and Other Clergy in England, c. 900-1200 (Church, Faith and Culture in the Medieval West) as the
daily resource information.

Nancy Smith:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely The Church at War: The Military Activities of Bishops, Abbots and Other Clergy
in England, c. 900-1200 (Church, Faith and Culture in the Medieval West).

Jo Villegas:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Church at War: The Military Activities
of Bishops, Abbots and Other Clergy in England, c. 900-1200 (Church, Faith and Culture in the Medieval
West) or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes The Church at War: The Military Activities of Bishops, Abbots and Other Clergy in England, c.
900-1200 (Church, Faith and Culture in the Medieval West) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Myra Hackett:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media



social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the The Church at War: The Military Activities of Bishops, Abbots and Other Clergy in England, c. 900-
1200 (Church, Faith and Culture in the Medieval West) when you essential it?
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