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Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark examines the issue of whether enlightenment in Zen Buddhism is
sudden or gradual—that is, something intrinsic to the mind that is achieved in a sudden flash of insight or
something extrinsic to it that must be developed through a sequential series of practices. This
“sudden/gradual issue” was one of the crucial debates that helped forge the Zen school in East Asia, and the
Korean Zen master Chinul’s (1158–1210) magnum opus, Excerpts, offers one of the most thorough
treatments of it in all of premodern Buddhist literature. According to Chinul’s analysis, enlightenment is both
sudden and gradual. Zen practice must begin with a sudden awakening to the “numinous awareness”—the
“sentience,” or buddha-nature—that is inherent in all “sentient” beings. Such an awareness does not need to
be developed but must simply be recognized (or better “re-cognized”), through the unmediated experience of
insight. Even after this initial awakening, however, deeply engrained proclivities of thought and conduct may
continue to disturb the practitioner; these can only be removed gradually as his or her practice matures.
Chinul’s “sudden awakening/gradual cultivation” soteriology became emblematic of the Buddhist tradition
in Korea.
Excerpts, translated here in its entirety by the preeminent Western specialist in the Korean Buddhist
tradition, goes on to examine Chinul’s treatments of many of the quintessential practices of Zen Buddhism,
including nonconceptualization, or no-thought, and the concurrent development of meditation and wisdom,
as well as, for the first time in Korean Zen, “examining meditative topics” (kanhwa S?n)—what we in the
West know better as k?ans, after its later Japanese analogues. Fitting this new technique into his preferred
soteriological schema of sudden awakening/gradual cultivation was no simple task for Chinul.
Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark offers an extensive study of the contours of the sudden/gradual debate
in Buddhist thought and practice and traces the influence of Chinul’s analysis of this issue throughout the
history of the Korean tradition. Copiously annotated, the work contains extensive selections from the two
traditional Korean commentaries to the text. In Buswell’s treatment, Chinul’s Excerpts emerges as the single
most influential work written by a Korean Buddhist author.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The
Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and
Religion). Try to stumble through book Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master
Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) as your pal. It means
that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Kathryn Sheffield:

The book Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen
Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book
Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice
(Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen
Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Patricia Cockrell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The
Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and
Religion) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Debra Davis:

Beside that Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen



Practice (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Numinous Awareness Is Never Dark: The Korean Buddhist Master Chinul's Excerpts on Zen Practice
(Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!
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