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What a terrible thing at a time like this: to own a house, and the trees around it. Janet sat rigid in her seat.
The plane lifted from the city and her house fell away, consumed by the other houses. Janet worried about
her own particular garden and her emptied refrigerator and her lamps that had been timed to come on at
six.

So begins "Mycenae," a story in The High Places, Fiona McFarlane's first story collection. Her stories skip
across continents, eras, and genres to chart the borderlands of emotional life. In "Mycenae," she describes a
middle-aged couple's disastrous vacation with old friends. In "Good News for Modern Man," a scientist lives
on a small island with only a colossal squid and the ghost of Charles Darwin for company. And in the title
story, an Australian farmer turns to Old Testament methods to relieve a fatal drought. Each story explores
what Flannery O'Connor called "mystery and manners." The collection dissects the feelings--longing,
contempt, love, fear--that animate our existence and hints at a reality beyond the smallness of our lives.

Salon's Laura Miller called McFarlane's The Night Guest "a novel of uncanny emotional penetration . . . How
could anyone so young portray so persuasively what it feels like to look back on a lot more life than you can
see in front of you?" The High Places is further evidence of McFarlane's preternatural talent, a debut
collection that reads like the selected works of a literary great.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

The book The High Places: Stories can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The High Places: Stories? A few of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The High Places: Stories has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Callie Allen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The High Places: Stories book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The High Places:
Stories content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The
High Places: Stories is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Brenda Nunez:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The High Places: Stories can give you a lot of
pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The High Places: Stories.

Katie Mueller:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
The High Places: Stories can make you feel more interested to read.
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