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Cross-dressing, sexual identity, and the performance of gender are among the most hotly discussed topicsin
contemporary cultural studies. A vital addition to the growing body of literature, this book is the most in-
depth and historically contextual study to date of Shakespeare's uses of the heroine in male disguise--man-
playing-woman-playing-man--in all itstheatrical and social complexity.

Shapiro's study centers on the five plays in which Shakespeare employed the figure of the "female page":
The Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Merchant of Venice, As You Like It, Twelfth Night, and Cymbeline.
Combining theater and social history, Shapiro locates Shakespeare's work in relation to controversies over
gender roles and cross-dressing in Elizabethan England.

The popularity of the "female page" is examined as aplayful literary and theatrical way of confronting,
avoiding, or merely exploiting issues such as the place of women in a patriarchal culture and the
representation of women on stage. Looking beyond and behind the stage for the cultural anxieties that found
their way into Shakespearean drama, Shapiro considers such cases as cross-dressing women in London being
punished as prostitutes and the alleged homoeratic practices of the apprentices who played femalerolesin
adult companies. Shapiro al so traces other Elizabethan dramatists varied uses of the cross-dressing motif,
especially asthey were influenced by Shakespeare's innovations.

"Shapiro's engaging study is distinguished by the scope of interrelated topicsit draws together and the
balance of critical perspectivesit brings to bear on them." --Choice

Michael Shapiro is Professor of English, University of Illinois, Urbana.
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From reader reviews:
Shirley Glover:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Gender in Play on the Shakespearean Stage: Boy Heroines and Female
Pages.

Geor ge Hinnenkamp:

The knowledge that you get from Gender in Play on the Shakespearean Stage: Boy Heroines and Female
Pages is amore deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Gender in Play on the Shakespearean
Stage: Boy Heroines and Female Pages giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in anumber of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes
it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of Gender in Play on the Shakespearean Stage: Boy Heroines and
Female Pages instantly.

L eonel Burton:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Gender in Play
on the Shakespearean Stage: Boy Heroines and Femal e Pages suitable to you? Often the book was written by
popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Gender in Play on the Shakespearean Stage: Boy
Heroines and Female Pagesis the main one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their ideain the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know
the core of thisreserve. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world in this book.

Lillian Trimmer:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Gender in Play on the Shakespearean Stage: Boy Heroines and Female Pages was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has severa feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big



benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read areserve. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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