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From July to November 1833, Joseph R. Walker led a brigade of fifty-eight fur trappers, with two hundred
horses and a year’s provisions, from the Rocky Mountains of Wyoming to the Pacific coast of central
California. Toward the end of their journey the Walker brigade crossed the Sierra Nevada, becoming the first
non-Native people to traverse the range from east to west. That crossing, made long and brutal by
bewildering terrain and deep snow, is widely and rightly considered a milestone in the exploration of
intermontane North America.

Following Walker’s death in 1876, an alluring tale arose concerning his trans-Sierran route. In the course of
the crossing, goes the story, Walker found himself on the northern rim of Yosemite Valley at the plungepoint
of North America’s tallest waterfall, staring into the most awesome mountain chasm on the continent. Over
the decades since then, this time-honored tale has hardened to folklore. Dozens of historical works have
construed it as a towering moment in the opening of the West.

But in fact this tale of Yosemite’s discovery has no basis or support in firsthand accounts of the 1833 Sierran
crossing. Moreover, there is much in those accounts that contradicts Yosemite lore, and much that points to a
trans-Sierran route well north of Yosemite Valley.

In A Way Across the Mountain, Scott Stine reconstructs Walker’s 1833 route over the Sierra. Stine draws on
his own intimate knowledge of the geomorphology, hydrography, biogeography, and climate of the Sierra
Nevada and Great Basin, and employs the detailed travel narrative of the Walker brigade’s field clerk, Zenas
Leonard. Stine documents the inception, growth, and persistence of the Yosemite Myth and explores the
extent to which that lore has overshadowed Walker’s greatest discovery—that the huge swath of continent
between the Wasatch Front and the Sierran crest is hydrographically closed, draining not to an ocean, but to
salty lakes and desert sands.
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From reader reviews:

William Reynolds:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept A Way Across
the Mountain: Joseph Walker's 1833 Trans-Sierran Passage and the Myth of Yosemite's Discovery suitable
to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled A Way
Across the Mountain: Joseph Walker's 1833 Trans-Sierran Passage and the Myth of Yosemite's Discoveryis
one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

Gavin Wilkins:

The book with title A Way Across the Mountain: Joseph Walker's 1833 Trans-Sierran Passage and the Myth
of Yosemite's Discovery has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after
read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Fanny Rutledge:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Way Across the Mountain: Joseph Walker's 1833
Trans-Sierran Passage and the Myth of Yosemite's Discovery can give you a lot of pals because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? Let me have A Way Across the Mountain: Joseph Walker's 1833 Trans-Sierran Passage
and the Myth of Yosemite's Discovery.

Donna Hoffmann:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Way Across the Mountain: Joseph Walker's 1833 Trans-
Sierran Passage and the Myth of Yosemite's Discovery can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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