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“Eliza Factor’s first novel, The Mercury Fountain, explores what happens when a life driven by ideology
confronts implacable truths of science and human nature. It also shows how leaders can inflict damage by
neglecting the real needs of real people. Though the action takes place between 1900 and 1923, the
resonance feel alarmingly contemporary. . . Factor counters convention with a sharp sense of character,
evocative subplots and the dangerous allure of mercury itself.”
--New York Times Book Review

"Factor develops her characters in entertaining ways while building a novel of social realism."
--Kirkus Reviews

Set in a remote stretch of desert near the border of west Texas and Mexico at the turn of the twentieth
century, this story follows the pursuits of Owen Scraperton as he struggles to establish Pristina, a
utopian community based on mercury mining that aims to resolve the great questions of labor and
race. As age, love, and experience cause Owen to modify his original vision, his fiercely idealistic
daughter Victoria remains true to Pristina's founding principles—setting them up for a major conflict
that captures the imagination of the entire town. The Mercury Fountain combines realistic modern
writing with elements from American and Greco-Roman mythology, taking its cue from Mercury, the
most slippery and mischievous of gods, who rules over science, commerce, eloquence, and thievery.

Eliza Factor was born in 1968 in Boston, Massachusetts, and currently resides in Brooklyn, New York.
The Mercury Fountain is her debut novel.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

The book The Mercury Fountain can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Mercury Fountain? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Mercury Fountain has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jerald Higgins:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this The Mercury Fountain.

Alexandria Sharp:

Beside this kind of The Mercury Fountain in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Mercury Fountain because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you
rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!

Rick Fairchild:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Mercury Fountain.
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