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The definitive biography of this brilliant polymath--director of the National Gallery, author, patron of
the arts, social lion, and singular pioneer of television--that also tells the story of the arts in the
twentieth century through his astonishing life.

Kenneth Clark's thirteen-part 1969 television series, Civilisation, established him as a globally admired
figure. Clark was prescient in making this series: the upheavals of the century, the Cold War among others,
convinced him of the power of barbarism and the fragility of culture. He would burnish his image with two
memoirs that artfully omitted the more complicated details of his life. Now, drawing on a vast, previously
unseen archive, James Stourton reveals the formidable intellect and the private man behind the figure who
effortlessly dominated the art world for more than half a century: his privileged upbringing, his interest in art
history beginning at Oxford, his remarkable early successes. At 27 he was keeper of Western Art at the
Ashmolean in Oxford and at 29, the youngest director of The National Gallery. During the war he arranged
for its entire collection to be hidden in slate mines in Wales and organized packed concerts of classical music
at the Gallery to keep up the spirits of Londoners during the bombing. WWII helped shape his belief that art
should be brought to the widest audience, a social and moral position that would inform the rest of his career.
Television became a means for this message when he was appointed the first chairman of the Independent
Television Authority. Stourton reveals the tortuous state of his marriage during and after the war, his wife's
alcoholism, and the aspects of his own nature that he worked to keep hidden. A superb work of biography,
Kenneth Clark is a revelation of its remarkable subject.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Kenneth Clark: Life, Art and Civilisation. You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Kenneth
Clark: Life, Art and Civilisation. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jamie Lundquist:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Kenneth Clark:
Life, Art and Civilisation to read.

Lawrence Seay:

Here thing why that Kenneth Clark: Life, Art and Civilisation are different and trusted to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. Kenneth Clark: Life, Art and Civilisation giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Kenneth Clark: Life, Art and
Civilisation. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Kenneth Clark: Life, Art and Civilisation in e-
book can be your alternate.

Luciana Findley:

The particular book Kenneth Clark: Life, Art and Civilisation will bring that you the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Kenneth Clark: Life, Art and Civilisation is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.
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