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Opponents rarely go to war without thinking they can win--and clearly, one side must be wrong. This
conundrum lies at the heart of the so-called "war puzzle": rational states should agree on their differences in
power and thus not fight. But as Dominic Johnson argues in Overconfidence and War, states are no more
rational than people, who are susceptible to exaggerated ideas of their own virtue, of their ability to control
events, and of the future. By looking at this bias--called "positive illusions"--as it figures in evolutionary
biology, psychology, and the politics of international conflict, this book offers compelling insights into why
states wage war.

Johnson traces the effects of positive illusions on four turning points in twentieth-century history: two that
erupted into war (World War I and Vietnam); and two that did not (the Munich crisis and the Cuban missile
crisis). Examining the two wars, he shows how positive illusions have filtered into politics, causing leaders
to overestimate themselves and underestimate their adversaries--and to resort to violence to settle a conflict
against unreasonable odds. In the Munich and Cuban missile crises, he shows how lessening positive
illusions may allow leaders to pursue peaceful solutions.

The human tendency toward overconfidence may have been favored by natural selection throughout our
evolutionary history because of the advantages it conferred--heightening combat performance or improving
one's ability to bluff an opponent. And yet, as this book suggests--and as the recent conflict in Iraq bears out-
-in the modern world the consequences of this evolutionary legacy are potentially deadly.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Overconfidence and War: The Havoc and Glory of
Positive Illusions. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Overconfidence and War: The Havoc and Glory of Positive Illusions. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Jonathan Smith:

Often the book Overconfidence and War: The Havoc and Glory of Positive Illusions will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Overconfidence and
War: The Havoc and Glory of Positive Illusions is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Joseph Mattie:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be go through. Overconfidence and War: The Havoc and Glory of Positive Illusions can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

James Rohrbach:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
Overconfidence and War: The Havoc and Glory of Positive Illusions we can have more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Overconfidence and
War: The Havoc and Glory of Positive Illusions. You can more attractive than now.
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