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In Clearing the Air, Gregory Wood examines smoking's importance to the social and cultural history of
working people in the twentieth-century United States. Now that most workplaces in the United States are
smoke-free, it may be difficult to imagine the influence that nicotine addiction once had on the politics of
worker resistance, workplace management, occupational health, vice, moral reform, grassroots activism, and
the labor movement. The experiences, social relations, demands, and disputes that accompanied smoking in
the workplace in turn shaped the histories of antismoking politics and tobacco control.

The steady expansion of cigarette smoking among men, women, and children during the first half of the
twentieth century brought working people into sustained conflict with managers’ demands for diligent
attention to labor processes and work rules. Addiction to nicotine led smokers to resist and challenge policies
that coldly stood between them and the cigarettes they craved. Wood argues that workers’ varying abilities to
smoke on the job stemmed from the success or failure of sustained opposition to employer policies that
restricted or banned smoking. During World War II, workers in defense industries, for example, struck
against workplace smoking bans. By the 1970s, opponents of smoking in workplaces began to organize, and
changing medical knowledge and dwindling union power contributed further to the downfall of workplace
smoking. The demise of the ability to smoke on the job over the past four decades serves as an important
indicator of how the power of workers’ influence in labor-management relations has dwindled over the same
period.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Myers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Clearing the Air: The Rise and Fall of Smoking in the Workplace.

Jackson Cabrera:

Here thing why this particular Clearing the Air: The Rise and Fall of Smoking in the Workplace are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Clearing the Air: The Rise and Fall of
Smoking in the Workplace giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no book that similar with Clearing the Air: The Rise and Fall of Smoking in the
Workplace. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Clearing the Air: The Rise and Fall of Smoking in the Workplace in e-book can be
your option.

Gerard Williams:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Clearing the Air: The Rise and Fall of Smoking in the
Workplace can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mildred Bostwick:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be Clearing the Air: The Rise and Fall of Smoking in the Workplace why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly



assist you to pick up this book.
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