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A Singing Ambivalence is a comprehensive examination of the ways in which nine immigrant groups?Irish,
Germans, Scandinavians, Eastern European Jews, Italians, Poles, Hungarians, Chinese, and
Mexicans?responded to their new lives in the United States through music. Each group’s songs reveal an
abiding concern over leaving their loved ones and homeland and an anxiety about adjusting to a new society.
But accompanying these disturbing feelings was an excitement about the possibilities of becoming wealthy
and about looking forward to a democratic and free society.

Distinguished historian Victor Greene surveys an extensive body of songs of known and unknown origins
that comment on the problems immigrants faced and reveal the wide range of responses the newcomers
made to the radical changes in their new lives in America. His selection of lyrics provides useful capsules of
expression that clarify the ways in which immigrants defined themselves and staked out their claims for
acceptance in American society. But whatever their common and specific themes, they reveal an
ambivalence over their coming to America and a pessimism about achieving their goals.

A Singing Ambivalence examines the familiar sentiments of new immigrants to the United States, while at
the same time conveying from an aesthetic viewpoint how immigrants expressed their hopes and difficulties
through song. This is an important volume that will be welcomed by scholars of music and immigration
history.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Pratt:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between
Old World and New, 1830-1930 ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide A Singing Ambivalence: American
Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants
Between Old World and New, 1830-1930. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Susan Tarin:

This A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That A Singing Ambivalence: American
Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 without we comprehend teach the one who looking at
it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Singing Ambivalence: American
Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 can bring whenever you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jacqueline Thompson:

The experience that you get from A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and
New, 1830-1930 is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Singing
Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants
Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 instantly.

Vanessa Kistler:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know



everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New,
1830-1930 was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.
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