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In a time when burkini bans and terrorist attacks have thrust France into the international news cycle, people
around the world are asking if there could be something that sets France apart from other nations and perhaps
makes it a target. Is it possible there is more going on beneath the surface, tensions in French society that
make it a powder keg? The answer may lie in history and appears most visibly in two military trials, in 1894
and 1899, which earned the moniker of the Dreyfus Affair and extended well beyond the courtroom, much as
the O.J. Simpson trial did in the 1990s. Behind the lightheartedness of La Belle Epoque, which France
presented to the world at the end of the 19th century, there was a quite different reality illustrated by the
Dreyfus Affair and brought to public attention by Émile Zola, an exemplar of realism in literature. He argued
that the trials for high treason of a Jewish Army officer, Alfred Dreyfus, was not the just punishment for a
national traitor, as the Army claimed, but blatant persecution of a Jewish citizen. The Army thought it could
get away with framing an innocent man and sending him to solitary confinement in exile. What the Army did
not realize was that the media - armed with a new technology, the telegraph - were about to revolutionize
public discourse. The widespread mobilization and polarization of public opinion encouraged by Zola's
“J’Accuse” soon proved too strong to ignore. More than 150 years later, much of Zola's fiery critique of
French society still rings true. Media coverage, raised to a new level by the telegraph, played as an important
role in his day as it does in the present age of the internet - with the challenges of pluralism in France as front
and center as ever. If France is to have peace, Elfin argues, it must open itself to broader and more inclusive
definitions of French-ness.
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From reader reviews:

James Anderson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Nation on Trial: France and the
Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Diana Keller:

The book A Nation on Trial: France and the Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair has a lot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Carol Stripling:

A Nation on Trial: France and the Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing A Nation on Trial: France and the
Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Virginia Johnson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like A Nation on Trial: France and the
Legacy of the Dreyfus Affair which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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