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To date, no comprehensive treatment of Egyptian magic has focused on the practice of the magician. Both
general studies and textual publications have emphasized instead the religious elements in the contents of
recited spells, while the accompanying instructions, with their vignettes and lists of materials, instruments,
and ritual actions, remained uninvestigated. This study represents the first critical examination of such
"magical techniques," revealing their widespread appearance and pivotal significance for all Egyptian
"religious" practices from the earliest periods through the Coptic era, influencing as well the Greco-Egyptian
magical papyri. The author also discusses the "pagan-Egyptian" influence on Old and New Testament
practices and in the lives of the Coptic Desert Fathers. The third edition is a reprinting of the second, which
included minor corrections from the original edition. This volume is a significant revisionist approach to
ancient Egyptian magic. As a result of a methodical analysis of both the textual and archaeological records,
Ritner concludes that the boundaries between ancient Egyptian magic, religion, and medicine were not as
strictly observed as modern commentators believe. Furthermore, he categorically denies the frequent
attempts of moderns to define ancient Egyptian magic as a phenomenon dealing with the supernatural,
practiced primarily for nefarious purposes sub rosa by strictly observed as modern commentators believe.
Furthermore, he categorically denies the frequent attempts of moderns to define ancient Egyptian magic as a
phenomenon dealing with the supernatural, practiced primarily for nefarious purposes sub rosa by
individuals outside of the religious mainstream. Ritner's engaging prose style and felicitous exegesis of even
the most arcane material make for easy reading. But more important still, the content of the work ensures
that it will become a vital reference tool for all engaged in any aspect of ancient Egyptian religion. [From a
review by R. S. Bianchi in Journal of the American Oriental Society 114 (1994) 513-14].
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From reader reviews:

Marie Michael:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great and also important the book The Mechanics of Ancient Egyptian Magical Practice
(Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilizations). All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Mark Armstrong:

This book untitled The Mechanics of Ancient Egyptian Magical Practice (Studies in Ancient Oriental
Civilizations) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it
via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Diane Reid:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Mechanics of Ancient Egyptian
Magical Practice (Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilizations) which is having the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Lillian Burbank:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Mechanics of Ancient Egyptian
Magical Practice (Studies in Ancient Oriental Civilizations) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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