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Like many western boomtowns at the turn of the twentieth century, Spokane, Washington, enjoyed a lively
theatrical scene, ranging from plays, concerts, and operas to salacious variety and vaudeville shows. Yet
even as Spokanites took pride in their city’s reputation as a “good show town,” the more genteel among them
worried about its “Wild West” atmosphere. In Show Town, historian Holly George correlates the clash of
tastes and sensibilities among Spokane’s theater patrons with a larger shift in values occurring throughout the
Inland West—and the nation—during a period of rapid social change.

George begins this multifaceted story in 1890, when two Spokane developers built the lavish Auditorium
Theater as a kind of advertisement for the young city. The new venue catered to a class of people made
wealthy by speculation, railroads, and mining. Yet the refined entertainment the Auditorium offered
conflicted with the rollicking shows that played in the town’s variety theaters, designed to draw in the
migratory workers—primarily single men—who provided labor for the same industries that made the
fortunes of Spokane’s elite. As well-to-do Spokanites attempted to clamp down on the variety theaters,
performances at even the city’s more respectable, “legitimate” playhouses began to reflect a movement away
from Victorian sensibilities to a more modern desire for self-fulfillment—particularly among women.
Theaters joined the debate over modern femininity by presenting plays on issues ranging from woman’s
suffrage to shifting marital expectations. At the same time, national theater monopolies transmitted to the
people of Spokane new styles and tastes that mirrored larger cultural trends.

Lucidly written and meticulously researched, Show Town is a groundbreaking work of cultural history. By
examining one city’s theatrical scene in all its complex dimensions, this book expands our understanding of
the forces that shaped the urban American West.
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From reader reviews:

Lawanda Beverly:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be
Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920.

Stacey Thompson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Show Town: Theater and Culture in
the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest,
1890–1920 become your starter.

Lorraine Joyner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Show Town: Theater and Culture in the
Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Show
Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 as good book not merely by the cover but
also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Anita Burns:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
Show Town: Theater and Culture in the Pacific Northwest, 1890–1920 can make you feel more interested to



read.
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