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How do the funding, setting architecture, and exhibition of a presidential library shape our understanding of
the president’s character? And how do diverse performances of the presidency create radically different
opportunities for the practice of American citizenship? In Presidential Libraries as Performance: Curating
American Character from Herbert Hoover to George W. Bush, Jodi Kanter analyzes presidential libraries as
performances that encourage visitors to think in particular ways about executive leadership and about their
own roles in public life.

Kanter considers the moments in the presidents’ lives the museums choose to interpret, and not to interpret,
and how the libraries approach common subjects in the presidential museum narrative—the presidents’ early
years in relation to cultural ideals, the libraries’ representations of presidential failures, personal and
political, and the question of presidential legacy. Identifying the limited number of strategies the libraries
currently use to represent the diversity of the American experience and American character, Kanter offers
concrete suggestions for reinventing and reshaping the practices of museum professionals and visitors within
the walls of these institutions.

Presidential museums can tell us important things about the relationships between performance and politics,
entertainment and history, and leaders and the people they lead. Kanter demonstrates how the presidential
libraries generate normative narratives about individual presidents, historical events, and what it means to be
an American.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Presidential Libraries as
Performance: Curating American Character from Herbert Hoover to George W. Bush (Theater in the
Americas) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Frances Oberlin:

The book Presidential Libraries as Performance: Curating American Character from Herbert Hoover to
George W. Bush (Theater in the Americas) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just
before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Kelly Thompson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Presidential Libraries as Performance: Curating American Character from Herbert Hoover to George
W. Bush (Theater in the Americas) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Helen Richards:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Presidential Libraries as Performance: Curating
American Character from Herbert Hoover to George W. Bush (Theater in the Americas) can give you a lot of
pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Presidential Libraries as Performance: Curating American
Character from Herbert Hoover to George W. Bush (Theater in the Americas).
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