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Gershom Scholem (1897–1982) was ostensibly a scholar of Jewish mysticism, yet he occupies a powerful
role in today’s intellectual imagination, having an influential contact with an extraordinary cast of thinkers,
including Hans Jonas, Martin Buber, Walter Benjamin, Hannah Arendt, and Theodor Adorno. In this first
biography of Scholem, Amir Engel shows how Scholem grew from a scholar of an esoteric discipline to a
thinker wrestling with problems that reach to the very foundations of the modern human experience.
           
As Engel shows, in his search for the truth of Jewish mysticism Scholem molded the vast literature of Jewish
mystical lore into a rich assortment of stories that unveiled new truths about the modern condition.
Positioning Scholem’s work and life within early twentieth-century Germany, Palestine, and later the state of
Israel, Engel intertwines Scholem’s biography with his historiographical work, which stretches back to the
Spanish expulsion of Jews in 1492, through the lives of Rabbi Isaac Luria and Sabbatai Zevi, and up to
Hasidism and the dawn of the Zionist movement. Through parallel narratives, Engel touches on a wide array
of important topics including immigration, exile, Zionism, World War One, and the creation of the state of
Israel, ultimately telling the story of the realizations—and failures—of a dream for a modern Jewish
existence.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Dupre:

The particular book Gershom Scholem: An Intellectual Biography (Studies in German-Jewish Cultural
History and Literature, Franz Rosenzweig Miner) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Gershom Scholem: An Intellectual Biography (Studies in German-Jewish
Cultural History and Literature, Franz Rosenzweig Miner) is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Juan Elam:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Gershom Scholem: An Intellectual
Biography (Studies in German-Jewish Cultural History and Literature, Franz Rosenzweig Miner) can be very
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Christina Webb:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is Gershom Scholem: An Intellectual Biography (Studies in German-Jewish Cultural
History and Literature, Franz Rosenzweig Miner).

Jennifer Stephens:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Gershom Scholem: An Intellectual Biography (Studies in German-Jewish Cultural
History and Literature, Franz Rosenzweig Miner) can be your answer given it can be read by a person who
have those short free time problems.
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