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'[Pere Gimferrer] is a great poet and also knows everything.'-Roberto Bolaño

Scion of an artistic dynasty, inventor, photographer, and costumier of genius, Mariano Fortuny was a
touchstone of the Belle Époque: he built stages for Wagner, designed dresses for Sarah Bernhardt, and was a
crucial inspiration for Proust's philosophy of memory. The list of his illustrious acquaintances ranges from
D'Annunzio to Chaplin, from Caruso to Isadora Duncan, and in this, the first novel by Spain's Pere Gimferrer
to be translated into English, they gather like actors on a stage, in Venetian palaces, in Parisian apartments,
and in the village squares of the small towns of Catalonia, forming an historical tableau of the vigor and
dissipation of Europe's artistic demimonde from the end of the Third Republic to the outbreak of the second
World War.

Employing the unmatched lyrical inventiveness and range that have made him recognized as Spain's most
distinguished poet, Gimferrer has composed a paean to vanished artistic grandeur, suggesting the fragility of
the line dividing the real from the imagined: Whatever the eye can see dissolves into a tapestry of prose
woven of light and shadow. Proust's description of Fortuny's fabrics applies equally to Gimferrer's words:
'faithfully antique but markedly original, [they] brought before the eye like a stage décor, and with an even
greater evocative power since the décor was left to the imagination, a Venice saturated with oriental splendor
. . .'
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From reader reviews:

Kimi Frantz:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Fortuny as your daily resource information.

Shannon Bland:

Typically the book Fortuny has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Wilbert Westerfield:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Fortuny why because the amazing cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Gail Cote:

Beside this particular Fortuny in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Fortuny because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book as well as read it from right now!
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