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Many American readers like to regard Alexis de Tocqueville as an honorary American and democrat--as the
young French aristocrat who came to early America and, enthralled by what he saw, proceeded to write an
American book explaining democratic America to itself. Yet, as Lucien Jaume argues in this acclaimed
intellectual biography, Democracy in America is best understood as a French book, written primarily for the
French, and overwhelmingly concerned with France. "America," Jaume says, "was merely a pretext for
studying modern society and the woes of France." For Tocqueville, in short, America was a mirror for
France, a way for Tocqueville to write indirectly about his own society, to engage French thinkers and
debates, and to come to terms with France's aristocratic legacy.

By taking seriously the idea that Tocqueville's French context is essential for understanding Democracy in
America, Jaume provides a powerful and surprising new interpretation of Tocqueville's book as well as a
fresh intellectual and psychological portrait of the author. Situating Tocqueville in the context of the crisis of
authority in postrevolutionary France, Jaume shows that Tocqueville was an ambivalent promoter of
democracy, a man who tried to reconcile himself to the coming wave, but who was also nostalgic for the
aristocratic world in which he was rooted--and who believed that it would be necessary to preserve
aristocratic values in order to protect liberty under democracy. Indeed, Jaume argues that one of
Tocqueville's most important and original ideas was to recognize that democracy posed the threat of a new
and hidden form of despotism.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

The event that you get from Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty is a more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Tocqueville: The
Aristocratic Sources of Liberty instantly.

Alan Dougherty:

The e-book untitled Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty is the e-book that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get
the e-book of Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Virginia Dunn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Tocqueville: The Aristocratic
Sources of Liberty publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Tocqueville: The
Aristocratic Sources of Liberty as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one
book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

John Oliver:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty. This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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