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The first English trandlation of Ghyka s masterwork on sacred geometry

* Reveals how the Golden Number Phi underlies the spiritual nature of beauty and the hidden harmonies that
connect the whole of creation

* Explains how the spiritual mysteries of the Golden Number were passed down in an unbroken line of
transmission from the Pythagorean brotherhoods through the medieval builders' guilds to the secret societies
of 18th-century Europe

The Golden Number, or Phi (®), is ageometric ratio found throughout nature, often underlying the
dimensions of objects considered especially beautiful. Simplified as 1.618 and symbolized by the Fibonacci
sequence, the Golden Number represents the unique relationship within an object where the ratio of alarger
part to asmaller part is the same as the ratio of the whole to the larger part. It appears in the proportions of
the human face and body as well as in the proportions of animals, plants, and celestial bodies.

Called the divine proportion by the monk Fra Luca Pacioli, whose book on the subject wasiillustrated by
Leonardo da Vinci, Phi’susein art and architecture goes back at least to the mystical mathematics of
Pythagoras and his followersin the sixth century BCE. The perfect synthesis of spiritual and material, it can
be found in the measurements of the sacred temples of Egypt, Ancient Greece, and Medieval and

Renai ssance Europe. The asymptotic series of integers that define Phi represent the macrocosm and
microcosm as portrayed in Plato’ s concept of the world soul.

Presenting Matila Ghyka s classic treatise on the Golden Number for the first time in English, this book
reveals the many ways this ratio can be found not only in the organic forms of nature--such asin the spirals
of shells or the number of petals on aflower--but aso in the most beautiful and highest creations of
humanity. One of the most important concepts of sacred geometry, its mysteries were passed down in an
unbroken line of transmission from the Pythagorean brotherhoods through the medieval builders' guildsto
the secret societies of 18th-century Europe. Ghyka shows how the secrets of this divine proportion were not
sought merely for their value in architecture, painting, and music, but also as a portal to a deeper
understanding of the spiritual nature of beauty and the hidden harmonies that connect the whole of creation.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Segers:

The book The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the Development of Western Civilization
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great
thing like a book The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the Development of Western
Civilization? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share al of these. Book The
Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythmsin the Development of Western Civilization has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by
wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cathryn Walker:

The guide untitled The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythmsin the Devel opment of Western
Civilization is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso could possibly get the e-book of The
Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythms in the Development of Western Civilization from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sonia Cote:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. The Golden Number: Pythagorean Rites and Rhythmsin the Development of Western
Civilization can be your answer asit can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Jose Chapman:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Golden Number: Pythagorean
Rites and Rhythmsin the Development of Western Civilization which is obtaining the e-book version. So,
why not try out this book? Let's view.
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