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Janet Coleman brilliantly recreates the time, the place, the personalities, and the neurotic magic whereby the
Compass made theater history in America. The Compass began in a storefront theater near the University of
Chicago campus in the summer of 1955 and lasted only a few years before its players—including David
Shepherd, Paul Sills, Elaine May, Mike Nichols, Barbara Harris, and Shelley Berman—moved on. Out of
this group was born a new form: improvisational theater and a radically new kind of comedian. "They did
not plan to be funny or to change the course of comedy," writes Coleman. "But that is what happened."

"For anyone who is interested in theatre, underground theatre, improvisational theatre, and the sheer madness
of trying something new with a repertory group, The Compass will prove a welcome history with fascinating
details."—Norman Mailer

"Janet Coleman has done a spectacular job of capturing the history, the almost alarmingly diverse cultural
influences, and the extraordinary people who made up the Compass."—Neal Weaver, Los Angeles Village
View

"Engrossing. . . . An open window on a part of the theater that should be known."—Arthur Miller

"A valuable chronicle of an important chapter in the history of comedy and theater."—William Wolf, New
York Observer

"The eruptive, disruptive talents who made the theater memorable are the same ones who make The
Compass a good read."—Jay Cocks, Time

"A moving, inspirational, anecdote-studded feast."—Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
The Compass: The Improvisational Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy (Centennial Publications
of The University of Chicago Press) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ronnie Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Compass: The Improvisational
Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago
Press) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Compass: The
Improvisational Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy (Centennial Publications of The University
of Chicago Press) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication
that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Tiffany Hernandez:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Compass: The Improvisational Theatre that
Revolutionized American Comedy (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago Press) was bright
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Compass: The Improvisational
Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy (Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago
Press) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading in which.

Joshua Hsu:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't



see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Compass: The Improvisational Theatre that Revolutionized American Comedy
(Centennial Publications of The University of Chicago Press) can make you feel more interested to read.
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