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Uses the stories of two inventors who took different paths to examine the early industrial revolution in New
York and New England.

Ingenious Machinists recounts the early development of industrialization in New England and New York
through the lives of two prominent innovators whose work advanced the transformation to factory work and
corporations, the rise of the middle class, and other momentous changes in nineteenth-century America. Paul
Moody chose a secure path as a corporate engineer in the Waltham-Lowell system that both rewarded and
constrained his career. David Wilkinson was a risk-taking entrepreneur from Rhode Island who went
bankrupt and relocated to Cohoes, New York, where he was instrumental in that city’s early industrial
development. Anthony J. Connors writes not just a history of technological innovation and business
development, but also two interwoven stories about these inventors. He shows the textile industry not in its
decline, but in its days of great social and economic promise. It is a story of the social consequences of new
technology and the risks and rewards of the exhilarating, but unsettling, early years of industrial capitalism.

“Historians interested in this late-eighteenth- and early-nineteenth century period will find that this dual
biography brings to their attention machinists who played key roles in textile manufacturing, arguably the
nation’s first major industry. General readers will find a broad interpretation of life in southern New
England, and to a lesser extent the Albany region of New York state, from the perspective of early industrial
history.” — Journal of Economic History

“David Wilkinson and Paul Moody have long deserved full biographies. By comparing the careers of two
notable figures and including a wealth of material about the people around them, Connors gives us a much
more detailed, varied, and realistic image of life in industrial America than we have seen before. This is
social, technological, business, and economic history at its best, all tied together in a compelling dual
biography. The book will fascinate general readers with an interest in history or biography, but it will also
appeal strongly to specialists in many fields.” — Patrick M. Malone, author of Waterpower in Lowell:
Engineering and Industry in Nineteenth-Century America

Anthony J. Connors is an independent historian and the editor of the first volume of Conflicts in American
History: A Documentary Encyclopedia. He lives in Westport, Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Glover:

The book Ingenious Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from the American Industrial Revolution (Excelsior
Editions) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book Ingenious Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from the American Industrial Revolution
(Excelsior Editions)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Ingenious Machinists:
Two Inventive Lives from the American Industrial Revolution (Excelsior Editions) has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Goodell:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Ingenious Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from the American Industrial Revolution
(Excelsior Editions) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer of Ingenious Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from the American
Industrial Revolution (Excelsior Editions) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
even now thinking Ingenious Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from the American Industrial Revolution
(Excelsior Editions) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Paul Cockrell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Ingenious
Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from the American Industrial Revolution (Excelsior Editions) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Ingenious
Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from the American Industrial Revolution (Excelsior Editions)is the main
one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with
this book.

Alberto Turcotte:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Ingenious Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from
the American Industrial Revolution (Excelsior Editions) was colourful and of course has pictures on there.



As we know that book Ingenious Machinists: Two Inventive Lives from the American Industrial Revolution
(Excelsior Editions) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that.
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