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In this brilliant biography, Jon Meacham, the Pulitzer Prize–winning author, chronicles the life of George
Herbert Walker Bush. Drawing on President Bush’s personal diaries, on the diaries of his wife, Barbara, and
on extraordinary access to the forty-first president and his family, Meacham paints an intimate and surprising
portrait of an intensely private man who led the nation through tumultuous times. From the Oval Office to
Camp David, from his study in the private quarters of the White House to Air Force One, from the fall of the
Berlin Wall to the first Gulf War to the end of Communism, Destiny and Power charts the thoughts,
decisions, and emotions of a modern president who may have been the last of his kind. This is the human
story of a man who was, like the nation he led, at once noble and flawed.

His was one of the great American lives. Born into a loving, privileged, and competitive family, Bush joined
the navy on his eighteenth birthday and at age twenty was shot down on a combat mission over the Pacific.
He married young, started a family, and resisted pressure to go to Wall Street, striking out for the
adventurous world of Texas oil. Over the course of three decades, Bush would rise from the chairmanship of
his county Republican Party to serve as congressman, ambassador to the United Nations, head of the
Republican National Committee, envoy to China, director of Central Intelligence, vice president under
Ronald Reagan, and, finally, president of the United States. In retirement he became the first president since
John Adams to see his son win the ultimate prize in American politics.

With access not only to the Bush diaries but, through extensive interviews, to the former president himself,
Meacham presents Bush’s candid assessments of many of the critical figures of the age, ranging from
Richard Nixon to Nancy Reagan; Mao to Mikhail Gorbachev; Dick Cheney to Donald Rumsfeld; Henry
Kissinger to Bill Clinton. Here is high politics as it really is but as we rarely see it.

From the Pacific to the presidency, Destiny and Power charts the vicissitudes of the life of this quietly
compelling American original. Meacham sheds new light on the rise of the right wing in the Republican
Party, a shift that signaled the beginning of the end of the center in American politics. Destiny and Power is
an affecting portrait of a man who, driven by destiny and by duty, forever sought, ultimately, to put the
country first.

Praise for Destiny and Power

“Should be required reading—if not for every presidential candidate, then for every president-elect.”—The
Washington Post

“Reflects the qualities of both subject and biographer: judicious, balanced, deliberative, with a deep
appreciation of history and the personalities who shape it.”—The New York Times Book Review



“A fascinating biography of the forty-first president.”—The Dallas Morning News

“When we rank, reconsider, laud, or denounce past Presidents, living or dead, we are taking stock of our own
times. In that sense, the vindication of George H. W. Bush is a reflection of what we know we’ve lost. Jon
Meacham’s new biography of Bush, Destiny and Power, makes that plain from its very first pages.”—The
New Yorker

“The story of the forty-first man to hold the office sheds light not only on the country we were, but the one
we’ve become.”—Los Angeles Times

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Hopkins:

Here thing why this Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Destiny and Power: The American
Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of
George Herbert Walker Bush. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of
George Herbert Walker Bush in e-book can be your alternative.

Samuel Brown:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the guide untitled Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker
Bush can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jacqueline Thompson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Destiny and Power: The American
Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Maria Holder:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush can



be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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