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Biological immunity as we know it does not exist until the late nineteenth century. Nor does the premise that
organisms defend themselves at the cellular or molecular levels. For nearly two thousand years “immunity,”
a legal concept invented in ancient Rome, serves almost exclusively political and juridical ends. “Self-
defense” also originates in a juridico-political context; it emerges in the mid-seventeenth century, during the
English Civil War, when Thomas Hobbes defines it as the first “natural right.” In the 1880s and 1890s,
biomedicine fuses these two political precepts into one, creating a new vital function, “immunity-as-
defense.” In A Body Worth Defending, Ed Cohen reveals the unacknowledged political, economic, and
philosophical assumptions about the human body that biomedicine incorporates when it recruits immunity to
safeguard the vulnerable living organism.

Inspired by Michel Foucault’s writings about biopolitics and biopower, Cohen traces the migration of
immunity from politics and law into the domains of medicine and science. Offering a genealogy of the
concept, he illuminates a complex of thinking about modern bodies that percolates through European
political, legal, philosophical, economic, governmental, scientific, and medical discourses from the mid-
seventeenth century through the twentieth. He shows that by the late nineteenth century, “the body” literally
incarnates modern notions of personhood. In this lively cultural rumination, Cohen argues that by embracing
the idea of immunity-as-defense so exclusively, biomedicine naturalizes the individual as the privileged
focus for identifying and treating illness, thereby devaluing or obscuring approaches to healing situated
within communities or collectives.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lheureux:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you
a lot of new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you
actually more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When
you read this A Body Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body, you
are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a publication.

Rebecca Esquivel:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is A Body Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the
Modern Body this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why
this book ideal all of you.

Barbara Mobley:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Body Worth Defending:
Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body which is having the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's observe.

Melanie Fox:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. With the book A Body Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the
Modern Body we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want



to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
with that book A Body Worth Defending: Immunity, Biopolitics, and the Apotheosis of the Modern Body.
You can more attractive than now.
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