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Fifty years have passed since the world-shaking discovery of the first Dead Sea Scrolls in a desert cave by
bedouin shepherds. Now, after decades of controversy surrounding their dissemination and interpretation,
here is the fullest possible account of what they reveal--how they challenge our understanding of the origins
of Christianity, shake the authority of the Hebrew Bible, and provide a new perspective on Judaism at the
time of Jesus.

Although almost everyone has heard of the Dead Sea Scrolls, few people can explain what they say or why
they are significant. In The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Hershel Shanks, the distinguished
editor of Biblical Archaeology Review, gives a vivid account of their religious and historical context and
their dissemination, meaning, and implications.

Of the eight hundred manuscripts that were eventually found, fewer than a dozen were more or less intact.
The rest were mere fragments, many no bigger than a fingernail. The scrolls contain a vast array of
bewildering new material: unknown psalms, biblical commentaries, calendrical texts, and apocalyptic
manuscripts, many of which seem to foreshadow Christian doctrine. Over two hundred biblical manuscripts
were hidden in the Qumran caves, some dramatically different from accounts in the Bible.

The Dead Sea Scrolls provide unique insight into the turbulent religious world at the time of Jesus, when
Jewish society was richly varied and hotly contentious--so much so that some scholars now refer to
Judaisms, rather than to a single Judaism.

This is a clear, definitive account, from beginning to end, for the layperson as well as the scholar, of the
mystery and meaning of the scrolls--a model of insight and understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

Here thing why this specific The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content
is as yummy as food or not. The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar
with The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea
Scrolls in e-book can be your substitute.

Sheldon Downs:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Mystery and Meaning of the
Dead Sea Scrolls book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Gwen Dawes:

The book untitled The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls is the reserve that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the
book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Frank Johnson:

Beside this The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing
to have The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
in addition to read it from now!
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