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"Archduchesses have always been disastrous for France," Napoleon once remarked. Yet in 1810 he married
Archduchess Marie Louise, the eighteen-year-old daughter of his lifelong enemy, the Emperor of Austria.On
January 5, 1810, she had read in the newspapers of the act of separation between Napoleon and his wife and
wrote to her father, "I must admit, dear Papa, that I am very disturbed by this news."And to her friend
Victoria de Poutet she wrote the next day, "I pity the unfortunate woman on whom his choice falls; that will
certainly put an end to her fine days."Though their union was politically expedient, Napoleon lived happily
and proudly with "my good Louise" until defeat sent him to Elba and she returned to Vienna, eventually
becoming the sovereign of an Italian duchy.Alan Palmer gives the first detailed portrait of this extraordinary
episode in Europe's history.He traces the changing fortunes of France and Austria through the years of
Napoleonic ascendancy and eclipse.By using extracts from Louise's letters and travel diaries, he throws light
on the conflicting worlds and torn loyalties which perplexed France's young, and often courageous,
Empress.Personal touches are many and amusing, as in Louise's letters to her mother telling of their travels
through sleet and rain and miles and miles of muddy roads.Overnight stops were made at wayside taverns ill-
suited for families of distinction - one evening there was an insect hunt in an infested bedroom, with Louise
claming that she had swatted the largest bug of all, whom she dubbed "Napoleon."Alan Palmer also
examines the controversial years in which their son was raised to manhood in Vienna while Louise, with her
secret second family, reigned in Parma as a benevolent Duchess, whose cultural legacy has survived into the
21st century.AUTHORBIO: Alan Palmer is an acclaimed historian, the author of several books including
Napoleon in Russia, An Encyclopaedia of Napoleon's Europe, Twilight of the Habsburgs, Victory 1918, and
biographies of Metternich, Tsar Alexander I and Bernadotte.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Albin:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Napoleon & Marie Louise: The Emperor's
Second Wife was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The guide Napoleon & Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second Wife is not only
giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Napoleon &
Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second Wife. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Shanon Stephens:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Napoleon & Marie Louise: The
Emperor's Second Wife is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Dustin Alvarez:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Napoleon & Marie Louise: The
Emperor's Second Wife can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Charlotte Gambrel:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love Napoleon & Marie Louise: The Emperor's Second Wife,
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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